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1. Abstract 

This research proposal serves to gain more insights on the reasons for the continuation of 

shark finning. The focus of this paper is on the economic factors and issues of shark finning 

awareness in the perspective of the suppliers, which have led to the decline in shark 

population. The gathering of information will be based on surveys and interviews. Both 

qualitative and quantitative methods will be used to analyse the information.  

2. Introduction 

The problem of shark finning is getting more attention in the recent years. In 2011, a report 

by the Save Our Seas Foundation revealed that 26 to 73 million sharks are killed yearly for 

their fins. Especially after the rising purchasing power of consumer base in Asia, particularly 

in China, the shark fin trade has also become more lucrative and attractive to the suppliers all 

over the world.  

To match with this growing demand, many suppliers have resorted to shark finning - an 

economical harvesting method whereby only fins are being extracted from the sharks and 

their carcasses are thrown overboard back into the sea. This method has sped up the decline 

in the shark population globally. Undeniably, economic factors are the forces behind this 

problem.  

There are conservation campaigns made by governmental and non-governmental 

organisations. However, these are mainly targeted at the consumers. Thus, our proposed 

hypothesis focuses on the economic needs and ignorance which contributes to the 

continuation of shark finning from the perspective of the suppliers. 

You assume they are ignorant, but is it necessarily the case?
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3. Literature Review 

Research has shown that shark fins continue to exist as tempting targets for suppliers because 

of its relatively high monetary value, fetching up to USD650 per kilogram (Shark Truth, n.d.). 

Shark finning bans have been the most used management tool in countries supplying fins, but 

its effectiveness is questionable (Garconm, 2012).  

This trade is an important livelihood for the locals in the countries. For example, due to 

conservation efforts in Indonesia, fishermen were left to suffer monetary losses or forced to 

change their trade. The suppliers complained that there were insufficient alternatives to shark 

finning. Suggested alternatives are not as profitable compared to shark fins (Eriksson, 2016).  

In another research, interviews conducted revealed that fishermen, though well-aware of the 

importance of sharks for the ecosystem and tourism, are stuck in a dilemma, deciding 

between sustainable fishing or to continue with shark finning. The fishermen have to consider 

the remoteness of their geographical locations and their debt with traders and boat owners. 

Sustainable fishing serves as an alternative to the fishermen but it also incurs potential risks 

to the marine environment which undermines the initial conservation efforts by the locals. 

In our proposal, we will explore the economic worth of shark fins to suppliers, specifically on 

the ‘relative income’ of shark fins compared to other fish species; ‘seasonal demand’ of shark 

fins and the ‘variety and types of livelihoods’ the fishermen are involved in. We will be 

focusing on the top three countries that supplies shark fins, namely Indonesia, India and 

Spain (Save Our Seas, 2011). 

 

 

Unclear, how does SUSTAINABLE fishing present
environmental risks?

This is useful review of economic incentives and dilemmas for
fishermen to engage in shark finning.  It does not, however, discuss
anything about their levels of awareness, if that is going to be 
a variable you measure them on.
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4. Research Objectives 

Through this research, we aim to achieve the following goals: 

1. Uncover the factors behind the continuation of shark finning in the perspective of the 

suppliers. 

2. Verify that our proposed hypothesis is correct to develop a theory. 

3. Explore the relationship between economic factors, level of awareness and shark 

finning. 

4. Spread awareness to the public and most importantly, encourage suppliers and 

governments to engage in ethical practice of shark fishing. 

5. Find out the economic worth of shark fins to suppliers which would aid policy makers 

in implementing laws that are reasonable to suppliers. 

5. Methodology & Procedures 

a) Research Design 

We will be narrowing down the scope of this research to Indonesia, India and Spain. 

For each country, we will carry out our data collection at the biggest fisheries. The 

targeted subjects are the fishermen and the owners of the fisheries. This study is a 

non-experimental research such that no variables will be manipulated.  

Both qualitative and quantitative research methods will be used to gain knowledge on 

the awareness and economic factors. Our survey will consist of close-ended questions, 

while the interview will consist of open-ended questions. The location of our data 

collection will be at the respondents’ work premises. This natural setting is where 

But your literature review just established that you are focusing on ECONOMIC factors, right?

Too vague!

Not sure this is an objective of your RESEARCH

Ok, except still have not clarified how awareness is relevant or important yet

Ok

All research has variables...
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shark finning occurs, hence, this would increase the quality and reliability of the 

information they provide. 

b) Data Collection Methods 

The methods employed to find the rationale behind the continuation of shark finning are 

as followed: 

1) Survey Questionnaire (Appendix A) 

2) Interview (Appendix B) 

(i) Survey Questionnaire 

The survey will be an anonymous questionnaire. This method is used since it 

allows us to collect data from a large sample size in a relatively short amount 

of time. Furthermore, questionnaire is relatively cost effective, making it 

practical to collect information from respondents even from countries with a 

poor economy such as Indonesia.  

In addition, questionnaire is a more practical method for countries with low 

internet penetration rate such as Indonesia and India, where the number of 

internet users per 100 people are 22.0 and 26.0 respectively, making online 

survey less practical (The World Bank, 2015).  

The questionnaire will consist of multiple choice questions where participants 

will select options that are most representative of their responses. The results 

collected from the questionnaire will provide us with general reasons as to 

why they engage in shark finning and their awareness of the issue.  

If shark finning is an illegal practice, how easy will it be to 
administer a survey on these fishing practices?

administered in person (you should emphasize)
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The questions are close-ended for easier data compilation. However, the 

limitation is that this method is unable to yield detailed information other than 

what is specified in the options. Hence, the second data collection method will 

be employed. 

(ii) Interview 

A face-to-face unstructured interview will be implemented to collect more in-

depth data that the questionnaire is unable to collect. The unstructured 

interview will contain open-ended questions and this informal nature allows 

the interviewers to probe further or clarify issues with the interviewees.  

Each interview will have a standard set of questions that would be adapted 

accordingly to the individual interviewee. Descriptive questions such as the 

types of livelihoods and alternative solutions could be asked.   

However, the limitations of unstructured interviews include language barrier, 

time and limited information. Translators are required for the translation of 

data. This questions the validity of the translated information as translators 

may misinterpret the data, resulting in discrepancies in the information 

collected.  

Unstructured interviews focus on quality rather than quantity. It will be time-

consuming to carry out interviews on all of our interviewees in our sample 

size. Hence, to overcome this, only those who give their consent will be 

interviewed. 

Be specific.  What types of questions will you ask to get 
what types of informatoin.

What do you mean by this statement?
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c) Data Analysis 

For quantitative data, we will use the multi regression analysis because it helps to identify 

the strength and type of relationship between economic indicators and the amount of 

shark fins supplied. For qualitative data, a theme-building method will be used. This helps 

to identify broader concepts which can eventually reveal gaps in political and social 

aspects of shark finning. 

6. Phased Development and Implementation  

The research will be carried out over fourteen months from 1 January 2017 to 28 February 

2018 as shown in the schedule (Appendix C).  

There are three key phases in this research which are as following: 

1. Pre-Data Collection 

2. Data Collection 

3. Post-Data Collection 

a) Pre-Data Collection 

This involves two activities which are: 

(i) Preparation of materials for survey questionnaire and interview 

(ii) Recruitment of participants and distribution of materials to 

interviewers situated at Indonesia, India and Spain. 

b) Data Collection 

The survey questionnaire and interview will be conducted during this phase of 

research at two separate time frames. 

To be this, you need clearly identified variables.
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c) Post-Data Collection 

This phase involves three activities which are as following: 

(i) Data analysis for the survey questionnaire and interview respectively 

(ii) Monitoring and evaluation to review the progress towards research 

objectives 

(iii)Presentation of findings in a research report 

7. Ethical Considerations  

All human subjects in this research process will be protected. Participation in the surveys and 

interviews will be voluntary. Written consents will be taken from the participants and 

appropriate permission will be ensured for the public usage of the data. All data will be kept 

anonymous strictly to ensure that no responses can be linked to a particular participant. 

Secondary data will be used in this study. To ensure scientific integrity, the usage of any 

secondary data from any sources will be acknowledged with appropriate referencing. 

8. Conclusion 

In this proposal, we seek to investigate the relationship between the continuation of shark 

finning and the economic needs of the suppliers, and the level of awareness regarding the 

issue. It also allows us to gain a deeper understanding of shark finning, particularly from the 

perspective of the suppliers. Ultimately, we hope our research will aid in creating a mutually 

beneficial solution that meets the socioeconomic needs of both the environmental 

conservationists and the shark fin suppliers. 
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10.  Appendix 

a) Survey Questionnaire 
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b) Face to Face Interview 
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c) Research Schedule 

 


